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President’s Message

On the auspicious day of Vijaya Dasami, 2 October 2006, with archana to Lord Shri
Venkateswara, 1 began my tenure as president of Hindu University of America (HUA),
founded with a passion to pursue the vedic ideal ‘saz vidyaa yaa

vimuktaye—excellence in education liberates us from bondage, as
heralded in the University’s logo.

Under authorization granted in 1993 by the State of Florida
Commission for Independent Education, HUA offers Masters
and Doctoral degrees in several areas of Hindu/Vedic studies from
its Orlando campus and its global associates. HUA is poised to
become a world-class university that delivers a unique dimension
of Hindu thought and tradition built around the ideals enshrined
in the ‘Dharma gene.

Many westerners are familiar with the contributions of Mahatma
Gandhi to the peaceful resolution of conflicts and the emergence Dr. TR.N. Rao

of India as a modern nation (Bbaaratam raashtram). However, many are not aware of the
innovations and contributions made by Hindu tradition through veda-vijnana in science,
engineering, philosophy, the performing arts and other fields. A survey of productive
contributions responsible for the emergence of the United States as a contemporary global leader
reveals the significant ‘intellectual and spiritual capital’ provided by Hindu Americans.

To advance the noble spirit of Sanaatana dharma, our current priority for HUA is to establish
a Center of Excellence in Hindu/Vedic studies that attracts the brightest professors and
researchers in the fields of Hindu philosophy, Indology, Ayurveda, yoga, meditation, Jyotishya,
etc. We also plan to launch, on a phased schedule, traditional undergraduate and graduate
programs in arts, sciences, engineering, business, etc, as we aspire to %ecome an institution
of educational excellence that compares favorably with premier universities, such as Harvard,
Yale and Notre Dame.

Hinduism: Eternal Religion in Melting Pot?

Hinduism has been present for more than one-hundred years as a part of the melting pot of
the United States. A Hindu religious identity in America has resulted in greater visibility and
impact through the facets of Yoga, Ayurveda and Tantra. The followers of Hinduism in the
United States have increased ten-fold between 1990 and 2005 (US Census Bureau).

In a pluralistic U.S. society, the impact of Hindu religious traditions has been socially integrated
through institutions teaching yoga, meditation, Vedanta, ethnic foods and vegetarianism, and
Indian dance and music. There are more than 1,000 Hindu temples, gurudwaras, mandirs,
guru based institutions-ashrams of several hues and faiths catering to the needs of Hindu-
Americans. All of this represents a sizable asset base of a community whose history, religion,
culture, religious languages and faith traditions have to be addressed appropriately in the U.S.
academic-educational milieu.

Unfortunately, this need is not being met. Instead, the education community has allowed
inadequate and derogatory teaching of Hindu traditions that has sustained and perpetuated
a misunderstanding of Hindu values. This has dismayed the members of one of the world’s
major religions that is based on the oldest record of excellence of human spirituality. This
‘discriminatory attitude of the U.S. educational establishment towards Hinduism’ has had
negative repercussions and impact on the global Hindu identity and has been a source of
strain in interfaith and peace dialogue.

Hindu University of America is addressing this need of providing traditionally, religiously,
culturally, historically and linguistically appropriate education about various aspects of Hindu
traditions. The courses and programs are provided in the current formats of education (on-
ground and distance learning) to meet the educational needs of students on several aspects of
Hindu traditions.



New Opportunities for
Ayurvedic Students Across

the Globe!

Hindu University of America and California College of Ayurveda are pleased to announce a Memorandum of Understanding to
offer Master’s Degrees in Ayurvedic Science, sharing the unique dimension of Hindu thought and tradition in the U.S. is the
vision of Dr. T. R. N. Rao, president of Hindu University of America (HUA). Bringing the Ayurvedic wisdom of the East to the
healing arena of the West has always been the mission of Dr. Marc Halpern, founder of the California College of Ayurveda (CCA).
Together, in a collaborating partnership under a new Memorandum of Understanding, these two dynamic institutions will work
hand-in-hand to marry their respective visions and missions.

“The profession of Ayurveda is growing rapidly with more people looking toward holistic alternatives than ever before. As
the most complete form of holistic medicine practiced in the world today, Ayurveda holds the promise of optimal health and
peace of mind. Quality education is the foundation of preparation for any long-lasting career. This quality is crucial in taking a
person from having just a passion for Ayurveda to experiencing a successful profession in the Ayurvedic arena. This partnership
between our two institutions allows California College of Ayurveda graduates to take their philosophical education to the next
level. This training provides an additional level of information and credentials that ensures patients they are in qualified hands.”
shared Dr. Halpern.

Dr. Rao said, “We at Hindu University of America are excited to afford students with the opportunity to further their careers
by building on their CCA education to obtain a Master’s degree in Ayurvedic Sciences. Our 35 faculty members will provide
CCA students with an exceptional advanced education that will ensure their competence and the confidence of their patients.”

CCA is the first established and longest-running state approved Ayurvedic educational program in the United States. Founded
by Dr. Marc Halpern in 1995, CCA was established in Grass Valley, California, where it continues to host its main educational
campus together with the Ayurveda Healthcare Center. Full program classes for Ayurvedic Health Educator (AHE), Ayurvedic
Health Practitioner (AHP), and Clinical Ayurvedic Specialist (CAS) are also offered in San Francisco and Los Angeles. Distance
learning is available for the College’s AHE and AHP programs. Advanced training in India for CCA graduates is also available.
CCA also offers specialty certification in Ayurvedic Yoga Therapy, Ayurvedic Body Therapy, Advanced Ayurvedic Herbalist and
Yoga Sadhana, and Self Healing programs throughout the U.S., Canada and the Bahamas. Many of these certifications are in
coordination with various Sivananda Ashram locations and local yoga studios.

With the Memorandum of Understanding between HUA and CCA, students of both organizations have the opportunity to
gain the educational experience and professional credentials necessary to create a dynamic and healthy practice in the holistic
health community. CCA graduates with Bachelor’s degrees are eligible to apply for the HUA Master’s of Ayurvedic Science
degree while pursuing or after completion of the AHP or CAS program. Distance learning options of both institutions permit
students worldwide to gain the highest quality Ayurvedic education available.

“Having the convenience to pursue the majority of my studies in the comfort of my own home is perfect for helping me
feel confident and fully prepared to make Ayurveda my life’s work. I'm grateful that both HUA and CCA offer programs that
work within my personal schedule making it possible for me to fulfill my dream of supporting myself and my family through
an Ayurvedic career,” stated Sharon Norlund, one of an increasing number of individuals seeking to bring harmony into their
personal and professional lives.

The Master’s of Ayurvedic Sciences degree is one of fourteen degrees offered by Hindu University of America. Located
in Orlando, Florida, HUA offers Master’s degrees in Hinduism, Hindu Philosophies, Yoga Philosophy and Meditation, Yoga
Education, Hindu/Vedic Astrology (Jyotish), Divine Music, Sanskrit, and Hindu Divinity (Paurohitya). Doctoral degrees are
offered by HUA in Hinduism, Hindu Philosophies, Yoga Philosophy and Meditation, Divine Music, and Sanskrit. HUA
reaches out to the Western world hungry for the time-tested wisdom of Vedic traditions. Hosting conferences on Ayurveda,
Vedic education and bioethics; providing diversity training in local and regional hospitals, schools and corporations; and active
participation with multiple religious institutions, HUA brings an understanding of Hinduism to local and national audiences.

For more information on Hindu University of America access its website at www.hindu-university.edu, call 407.275.0013 or

email staff@hindu-university.edu. For more information on California College of Ayurveda access its website at www.ayurvedacollege.com,
call 866.541.6699 or email info@ayurvedacollege.com.





















